In Focus: Department of Biochemistry- “A Stride of Pride”

The Department of Biochemistry forms a part of the School of Life Sciences
located at the North-Eastern Hill University, Permanent Campus, Shillong and mirrors its
glorious 25 years . From its inception in 1980, until now it has become a core department
for dissemination of education, training and valuable research in the Northeastern part of
the Indian subcontinent.

Its journey through 25 years has visualized several changes only for the
betterment. The Department today is well organized, well equipped and well recognized
globally. It has met with its objective of existence with perseverance and hardwork of its
members and takes a stride with pride.

When foundation of the Department was laid in 1980, it was in a temporary
building in the city with only one Faculty member and was the pioneer of its kind in
entire NE-region. In early 1995 the Department of Biochemistry shifted to its present
location The Science Complex, within the NEHU permanent campus. Today the family
of Faculty members has grown to eleven that conduct teaching and research activities in
all modern fields of Biochemistry. M.Sc., M.Phil and Ph.D. programs of the Department
began in 1982, with the first baich passing out in 1984 and presently nearly 30
postgraduate students enroll each year. A good number of research scholars substantiate
the activities of the Department.




The Departmental Office, Central Instrumentation Facilities, a photographic
room, cold room, culture rooms, animal room, radioisotope research lab, documentation
room, a seminar room with LCD and multimedia projector and a Library for the entire
department, along with the Unit labs and Faculty rooms form the Infrastructure of the
Department.

The Centra Instrumentation facilities supplement various research labs by
providing access to sophisticated instruments including ultracentrifuges, high speed
refrigerated centrifuges, gel documentation unit, Ultra-low deep freezers, UV-VIS
spectrophotometers, balances, Phast system, Nitrogen analyzer, Oxygen electrode,
HPLC, stop-flow analyzer, scintillation counters, microscopes, etc. Furthermore, every
Unit lab of the department possess equipments for routine research and have become self-
sufficient through support from Mother institution as well as by funding bodies like
UGC, CSIR, DST, NEC, and various other grants.

With the explosion of information the department set itself to meet the pace. The
department is well equipped with computers, Each faculty is provided with one computer
with accessories and internet connection. The computers are on LAN, facilitating
interconnectivity and easy communications within and outside the department.
Computerization has been in place since 1995.

During these 25 years the Department is proud to have produced 38 doctora
students and ~175 post-graduates. The syllabi of M. Sc. Teaching program is revised to
help the students to be updated with the latest in Biochemistry. This has enabled them to
qualify in NET/GATE examinations in appreciable numbers (47 till Dec 2004). Presently
there are 11 faculty members, 10 research scholars, 29 M.Sc. students, 7 Technical
support staff and 6 Office staff.

The passage through these years has been paved forward through the judicious
guidance of the then Head of the Departments
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First Head of the Department Current Head of the Department



Name of the HOD Term

Prof. R. Lalthantluanga 1980-1986
Prof. A. N. Rai 1986-1989
Prof. R. Lalthantluanga 1989-1990
Prof. A. N. Rai 1990-1993
Prof. M.Y. Khan 1993-1993
Dr. R. Sharma 1993-1996
Dr. R.N. Sharan 1996-1999
Prof. R. Sharma 1999-2003
Prof. A. N. Rai 2003-continuing

During this silver jubilee year of the department Prof. R. Lalthantluanga (Left) is chairing
as The Dean, School Of Life Sciences and Prof. A. N. Rai (Right) is the Head of the
Department of Biochemistry.

The department has been engaged in research and development activities in specialized
areas of Biochemistry. The thrust areas of research include enzymology, immunology,
medicina chemistry, microbiology, molecular biology and protein chemistry. Severd
National (BHU, JNU, CUH, CDRI, NII) and International (Germany, Japan, Sweden,
Switzerland, USA) collaborations of the faculty members with different research groups
have strengthened their expertise. The Department of Biochemistry has been selected for
prestigious research and development programs like UGC-SAP, FIST, and COSIST and
has been highly commended by NAAC. Individua faculty are recipient of severd
coveted honors/awards and have held responsible positions in the Academic Community.

M.Sc. 1% Semester students 2005 M.Sc. 111 " Semester students 2005

All that the department has achieved and has imparted reflects in its coordinated
functioning and cordial work atmosphere. This calls for not merely an opportunity to
commemorate the completion of its 25 years but also bestows a trust towards the people
of North East India.



